
Chapter 3 

HOPE IN THE BALANCE 

Luke 19:28-44 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The ministry of Jesus is nearing its fulfillment.  It is the week leading up to the Passover 

and literally millions of Jewish pilgrams have come to Jerusalem for the celebration.  In 

this sea of people drawing near to the city gates, we see Jesus the Messiah surrounded 

by many disciples.  People are singing and praising God, but how will they receive Jesus? 

1. Verses 28-29 are crucial for the meaning of this passage. Bethphage means “City 

of Unripe Figs”, Bethany means “City of Figs” and Olivet means “Olive Mountain”.  

The time for harvest has come.  Jesus has obediently sowed the Word of the 

Gospel.  What will the harvest be?  As in the parable preceding our reading, 

chapter 19:11-27, the Master has returned! 

What mix of feelings do you have when guests drop in unexpectedly? 

 

 

Is it only joy at the arrival or are there concerns around being ready to welcome? 

 

 

 

2. Verses 29b-35a bring an unexpected request.  After reading these verses slowly, 

please imagine yourself as the owner of the colt.  Naturally we ask these disciples 

of Jesus “Why are you untying the colt?” (v.33) The answer is so simple.  “The 

Lord has need of it.” (v.34) 

 

This passage leaves us with questions.  Was the owner a follower of Jesus?  If this 

was an arranged lending, then why would the owner ask “Why are you untying the 

colt?” 

 

Yet I also believe that verses 29-35 are asking us a question as well.  When Jesus 

unexpectedly breaks into our everyday life, will we be in a state of readiness?  Are 

we like Bethphage or Bethany – unripe or ready for harvest? 

 



Please write about at least 3 aspects of your life that make you prepared to serve 

Jesus and 3 areas that need work. 

 

 

 

 

3. Let’s review verses 35-38.  Among the multitudes of pilgrims entering Jerusalem 

comes Jesus and His many disciples.  The disciples do two things to portray to the 

people around them that Jesus was no average pilgrim – His arrival was very 

significant – for Jesus was King.  They spread their coats on the road (v. 36).  This 

was done to honour Jesus’ arrival as King. 

Secondly, they changed the words to a song.  As pilgrims made their final approach 

to Jerusalem they would sing Ps 118.  Verse 26 of this Psalm says: 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord”. 

 

Jesus’ disciples take this verse and change it to: 

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord”. 

Reflecting on these things we may ask – how does my life proclaim the Kingship 

of Jesus? 

 

 

4.  In response to the disciples’ actions, the religious authorities nearby are offended 

and demand that Jesus “rebuke” them.  Jesus’ famous response in v. 40 teaches 

us that the public honouring of Jesus is a normal response, even a necessary 

response to all He has done. 

Are there ways that our current society discourages the public (as opposed to 

private) honouring of Jesus as King?  If so, describe some examples of this. 

 

 

5. In our final verses, 41-44, Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, speaking prophetically of 

its destruction at the hands of the Roman Empire in A.D.70.  Despite the praise of 

His disciples (v.37), Jesus knows that as a whole the City of David will reject her 

Messiah, putting Him to death.  Jesus has faithfully sowed the Gospel and yet 

Jerusalem would only reap a bitter harvest.  In love, Jesus weeps for those who 

would not receive Him, saying “you did not recognize the time of your visitation.” 

(v.44) 



Many of Jesus’ parables focused on being prepared for when the Son of Man 

comes.  We are given this life to prepare for His coming and to invite others to the 

same.  It is a life of both joyful hope and of urgency, of grace and truth.   

As we look forward to the celebration of Good Friday and Easter, I invite you to 

take stock of your life.  Ask God to open your eyes to see the areas of your life that 

are in need of preparation and renovation.  Invite the Lord to come more into all 

aspects of your life to prepare and renew.  He will always honour such a request. 

 


