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A Living Hope 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Risen Jesus creates a new kind of community.  This new community is grounded in 

faith, empowered by love and directed by hope – that is the faith, love and hope that 

come from Christ Jesus. 

Having read and pondered our passage, please consider this analysis of its intended 

structure: 

A  Vs 3.  What God has done -  A Living Hope 
 

B Vs. 4 What God has given – The Object of our Hope 
 

C Vs. 5 The Sureness of our Hope 
 

D  Vs. 6 Joy in Trials 
 

C Vs. 7 Already/Not Yet  

 
B A Proven Faith 

 
A The Glorious Outcome 

 

The passage as a whole moves towards its center:  verse 6.  The hope and faith that we 

have in Christ empower us to live joyfully in difficult times. 
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Questions: 

1. God the Father “has caused us to be born again”. (vs 3) Surely a very striking phrase.  

How is it that we have been born again?  God has caused it!  But we might rightly 

ask “What is the character of this new life?”  First, this new life is “through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”.  Our new life is characteristic of the 

means by which God caused it – the resurrection of His Son.  On the cross Jesus 

defeated both sin and death, once for all.  (2 Corinthians 5:14) So the quality of our 

new life is defined by Jesus’ victory over sin and death.   

 

Consider the phrases “great mercy”, “born again” and “living hope”.  What sort of 

emotions would you associate with such descriptions?   

 

 

Why is that? 

 

 

 

2.  In Christ, God has obtained an inheritance for us.   

 

List the words used in verse 4 that describe our inheritance.   

 

 

 

How has Jesus provided for our inheritance? 

 

 

 

3. What good is an inheritance if we never live to receive it?  Such things do happen 

in the world, don’t they?  

 

In verse 5 “who” and “how” are we protected?   

 

 

When are we being protected or preserved for? 
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4. The focus of this entire passage (vs 3-9) is upon verse 6.  Because of what God has 

done for us (vs 3-5) and because of the faith that is produced in us with faith’s final, 

glorious outcome (vs 7-9), we can live joyfully in the midst of trials.  We “greatly 

rejoice” in all that God has done for us and will do in us. 

 

Usually when we go through real hardships they seem very “great” or “big” to us.  

Verse 6 emphasizes three aspects of such trials: 

a) they are for “a little while”.  At the time, sufferings rarely seem brief.  In the Light 

of Eternity they are brief.   

b)  If trials come, they are “necessary”.  Again, from our perspective they rarely 

appear to us as necessary.  But from the Divine Light of Eternity, God has a unique 

purpose in the trials that He allows to come to us.   

c)  Trials are “various”.  They take different shapes and forms.  The church suffers 

outright persecution.  Other times pressures and temptations come.  Trials are 

varied, but as we see in verses 7-9, in God’s hands they all have the same glorious 

purpose. 

 

What are some of the trials your faith has undergone?   

 

Are there some where you already see that God used them for good?   

 

What are they?   

 

 

Are there other trials where you still don’t understand why God allowed them?  Do 

not be ashamed of this.  Remember that God’s purposes for us are Eternal, not only 

for this life. 

 

5.  Various trials, one great purpose.  Verse 7 begins to unveil the “glory”!  When our 

faith is tried God’s purpose is always His glory and praise.   
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In verse 7, at what time does the “praise”, “honor”, and “glory” come?  Consider the 

phrase “at the revelation of Jesus Christ”. 

 

 

 

6. Here comes the love!  Verse 8 seems to “burst at the seams” with joy and glory.  

Our hope and faith in Christ fill us with a joyful love for Him.  Why?  Because He is 

the source of all this goodness!  It was for our hope, our faith and our joy that Jesus 

came into this world and loved us perfectly to death on a cross.  Without His great 

love with which He loved us (Ephesians 2:4) we would not enjoy the work of the 

Holy Spirit within us – granting us hope, joy, faith, love and every other good gift 

in the midst of trials. 

Do you remember moments or seasons in your Christian walk that sound similar 

to verse 8?  Write about that time.   

 

 

In the Christian life it is vital that we do not chase after positive emotions.  Yet 

consider the counsel of Philippians 4:4-9. 

 

7.  Verses 3-8 show us how a living hope enables to live the life of faith joyfully – 

especially in times of trial.  In verse 9 hope and faith unite together in perfect 

simplicity.  To “obtain the outcome” is for hope to be realized.  Hope is realized 

through faith.  Faith is empowered by love (v.8).  There is such lovely harmony in 

the thoughts of verse 9.  Our future is secure (vs 3-5).  Our present is one of 

rejoicing (v. 6).  We live into the future with faith and love (v. 7-8).  Jesus came “to 

seek and save that which is lost”.  (Luke 19:10).  Jesus shall not fail in saving you.  

Do not be afraid – rejoice! 

 

Review 1 Peter 1:3-9 as a whole.   

How can you take comfort through this “living hope”? 
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Prayer 

God of Jesus Christ, thank you for giving us a living hope.  Thank you have we can have 

joy in times of trial.  Thank you that our eternal destiny is Christ is joy, glory and praise! 

Through Jesus we pray, Amen.  
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