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The New Community 

Luke 24:13-35 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

God never intended us to live in isolation.  God designed us for relationship – after all, we 

were created in the image and likeness of the Triune God.  When God created us it was 

for a sinless, deathless paradise.  Yet even then God looked upon Adam and said, “It is 

not good for the man to be alone…”.  (Genesis 2:18) 

 

Before His crucifiction and resurrection Jesus formed a community of disciples around 

Him – how much more in His resurrection!  In our passage from Luke today we see the 

Risen Christ forming His new community that would be described in the Bible as “the 

church”.   

 

1.  After reading this passage as a whole, let us begin by focusing on verses 13-16.  

The setting is Easter Sunday itself.  Jesus has appeared to His disciples – both men 

and women.  Now the Risen Lord approaches two sad disciples headed for their 

lodgings in Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem.  Jesus joins them and now they 

are a party of three, walking and talking on the road. 

The shocker comes with verse 16 “But their eyes were prevented from recognizing 

Him.”  A reasonable question for us to ask would be “Prevented by whom or by 

what?”  Jesus is not invisible, He is only unrecognizable.   

Have you ever read a familiar passage from the Bible, one you have heard or read 

many times, and this time you understand it as if for the first time?  We say, “How 

did I miss that?”  The meaning was as clear as could be yet somehow we did not 

take it in.  Better, we took it in with our eyes, but our hearts did not understand it.  

Jesus speaks to this in the parable of the Sower: 

“When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.”  (Matthew 13:1a) 
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I believe we have a similar dynamic here.  Because of unbelief and a lack of 

understanding the disciples have eyes, but do not see! 

The Bible calls us again and again “the Body of Christ” (e.g. 1 Corinthians 12:12 and 

Romans 12:5).   

But do we see each other as God names us?  What do you think?   

 

 

When you see a fellow believer do you see them as Jesus present with you?  How 

so?   

 

 

Why do you think we are so (self) limited this way? 

 

 

2.  Imagine, these too miserable disciples have the Living Lord right before them, He 

is even speaking with them! 

 

When I read verses 17-21, I think “Instead of the Good News that the women have 

already witnessed to them (see verse 22-23) they are stuck in the mode of sharing 

their ‘Bad news’ story.”  They do not think or speak out of faith.  They limit their 

experience to what they have seen without faith and therefore cannot even see 

Jesus when He stands before them bodily.  

 

When you speak to others how are you like and, maybe, how are different from 

these two sad disciples? 

 

 

 

3.  Let’s read verses 22-24.  In verse 23 the women are referred to as seeing “a vision 

of angels”.    In its context the word “vision” implies seeing something that is not 

actually present as is “a vision in a dream” or with our eyes closed or in our 
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imagination.  But is this what the women claimed?  No, they spoke of an actual 

encounter (Luke 24:2-9).  Moreover, the two disciples admit that “those who were 

with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women had also said”.  

(verse 24) 

 

These disciples’ unbelief downgraded the women’s proven experience to “a vision”.  

The women are not accused of lying – but faith here is only half-hearted.   

 

Have you ever responded to God’s works with a similar “half-faith”?  Why do you 

think it happened? 

 

 

4.  In verses 25-27 Jesus begins to both reprove and patiently teach these two 

disciples.  Jesus shows them that the whole Bible speaks of Him – His suffering and 

His glory.  Remember that Jesus is talking about the “Old Testament” here.  Notice, 

please, that the problem is not that the disciples are “not bright enough”.  Jesus 

does not call them “slow of mind”.  Jesus says, “O foolish men and slow of heart to 

believe”.  (Verse 25).  Through my ministry I have met some who claim to be “too 

smart” to believe the Bible.  I have met many more who claim to not be “smart 

enough” to understand it.  But Jesus does not call them “simpletons” or “slow-

witted”, does He?  No, their unbelief reveals them to be foolish (lacking wisdom) 

and slow hearted.  My friends, the problem is never a deficit of intellect.  Remember 

what Jesus said to Peter?  “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood 

did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”  (Matthew 16:17) 

 

Well, “flesh and blood” includes our own intelligence and experience.  The issue, 

my friends, is always rooted in our hearts.  It is a vibrant faith and an obedient heart 

that allows us to understand God’s truth.   

 

What do you think of my proposal?  Does it line up with the rest of scripture? 

 

 

 

5.  Please review verses 28-31.   

What step of faith do the two disciples make in verses 28-29?   
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How is this a step of faith?   

 

 

 

Normally, in this culture, the host would say the blessing of the food because they 

had authority over the home and the food therein.  Jesus is either asked or allowed 

to say the blessing.   

 

How does this show progress in the hearts of the two disciples?  Notice how one 

act of faith (vs. 29) leads to another (v. 31)? 

 

 

How do you relate this passage to your own experience?   

 

6.  In verse 32, the two disciples speak to one another.  

  

What about?   

 

 

Did they need to tell each other? 

 

 

Sharing faith one-on-one leads to energized witness!   

 

Compare the disciples in verses 19-24 with the same two in verses 32-35.  What words 

would you use to describe how their outlook and their actions have changed. 

 

When you think of your experience of St. John United, how have we been like the 

community in verses 19-24 and how have we been more like the community in verses 32-

35?   
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Especially compare what they spoke about and how they spoke. 

 

 

Prayer 

Lord, Jesus, we exist as St. John United because Your resurrection power creates 

community.  Help us to experience in this season the refreshing faith that comes from 

You.  Grant us the faith to invite you more deeply into our homes and into our lives.  

Through Your Spirit anoint our tongues to tell and celebrate the Good News of Your Risen 

Lordship.  Amen. 

 



 

6 
 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 


