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The Harvest Has Begun 

Corinthians 15:20-26 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christ is Risen!  

 

All Christians believe that when Jesus rose to new life on that first Easter morning He rose 

for us.  

 

“…so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory and the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life.”   Romans 8:4 

 

What joyful news comes to us with those words “we too”! 

 

In our 1 Corinthians passage, Jesus is called “…the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20). In the law of Moses, when the harvest began, the first part 

harvested (the first fruit) was presented to God. Only after that presentation of 

thanksgiving to God would the complete harvest happen.  

 

“When you enter the land which I am going to give you and reap its harvest, then 

you shall bring in the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.” Leviticus 

23:10 

 

Jesus has claimed the land of promise, the new creation, for God and for us. And He is 

also “the sheaf of the first fruits” presented to God. 

What is the harvest? It is the resurrection of those who belong to Christ (1 Corinthians 

15:23)! As Jesus rose from the dead and then ascended to the Father, He was presented 

to God the Father as the “first fruits of those who are asleep.” (v. 20) 
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Structure of 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

 

The centre of the passage is found in verse 23. The harvest has begun, but it is not yet 

completed.  

 

Questions:  

  

1. In verse 20, those Christians who have died are called “those who are asleep” (see John 

5:25).  

 

How does this description fit the fact of Jesus’ resurrection?  

 

 

A  v. 20 Raised        -> From the Dead 

First Fruits -> Of those who are asleep 

 
 

B v. 21  By a man  -> Death 

By a man  -> Resurrection of the dead  

 v. 22  In Adam   -> ALL die 

In Christ   -> ALL will be made alive 
 

C v. 23   (why the wait?) 

1st Christ 

Then those who are His 

}  

Each in its own order  

 

B v. 24  The end    -> Completed work 

 

 v. 25  Reign of Christ (with power Romans 1:4) 

 

A v. 26 Final Work    -> The abolition of death 
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2. Describe the contrasts found in verse 21 & 22.  We are all “children of Adam”.  

 

 

Are we all in “Christ”? (see John 1:10-13) How might this motivate us to share our own 

faith in Jesus with others? 

 

 

 

3. Here at verse 23 we find the center of our reading.  

 

Why haven’t we enjoyed the full benefits of Christ’s resurrection yet?  

 

 

Why do we still await the “redemption of our body”?  (Romans 8:23)  

 

 

What does verse 23 say to these good questions?  

 

 

 

4. Verses 24-26 tell us that the work of Jesus does not end with His ascension to the right 

hand of the Father, “He must reign” (v. 25).  The “all rule and all authority and power” 

(v. 24) that Jesus shall abolish through His reign is all rule, authority and power that is 

in rebellion against God. Paul elsewhere call this rebellion against God “the domain of 

darkness”. When you and I were won to Christ “He rescued us from the domain of 

darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son…” (Colossians 1:13). 

All over the globe, as people are made new in Christ, His reign is established. 

Amazingly, you and I are now part of God’s Kingdom plan in Jesus His Son. We are in 

the greatest battle!  

 

How can this truth transform our sense purpose? 

 

 

 

5. What is death called in verse 26?  

 

 

Does this agree with our current society’s understanding of death?  
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How would you contrast them? 

 

 

 

6. How does this whole passage assure us 

 

a. That we need not fear death? 

 

 

b. That our future will mean the redemption of our bodies? 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

 

Thank you, God, that we have been united with Christ both in His death and His 

resurrection. We are part of Jesus’ Easter harvest! Fill us with Your bold and tender love 

to share our hope with others to Your great glory. Through Jesus we pray. Amen. 
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