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The Declaration 

Romans 1:1-7 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is most central to the Christian faith?  

 

From the start, the Christian community declared that the foundation of their faith rested 

upon the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Jesus the Anointed One). Probably the 

earliest book of the New Testament is 1st Corinthians – written about twenty years after 

the earthly ministry of Jesus. The author of 1st Corinthians, the Apostle Paul, writes these 

words:  

 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures…” 1 Corinthians 15:3,4 

 

Our Bible Study during Lent focussed on the significance of the cross of Jesus. “…that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures [in agreement with the Old Testament]” 

(1 Corinthians 15:3). As we begin this four week Easter study, we consider the central 

reality that Jesus “was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures [again, in agreement with the Old Testament]” (1 Corinthians 15:4).  

 

In the first week of our Easter study we will look at Romans 1:1-7. Here the Apostle Paul 

affirms that Jesus’ resurrection is central to the Christian message – firstly because in His 

resurrection Jesus is declared “the Son of God with power” (Romans 1:4).  

 

The Form and Structure of Romans 1:1-7  

 

Like a letter or email today, ancient letters began with the identification of the sender, and 

a greeting to the recipients of the letter – these are found in vs 1 & 7. Paul is the sender 
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and the Christians in Rome are the recipients. There is also the common greeting of “Grace 

and peace” (v.7). 

 

But verses 2-6 are not typical of a letter in those times. In the middle of his opening, Paul 

shares the purpose of His writing (indeed, the purpose of his life and ministry). The 

structure of Romans 1:1-7 looks something like this:    

                        

The centre of the passage is found in verses 3 & 4. 

 

Questions:  

 

Take some time for reflection on Romans 1:1-7 as a whole. If you find it helpful you may 

also observe the structure of the passage as outlined above.  

 

1. In ancient Roman culture, the most basic division amongst people was between slaves 

and free-men. Paul introduces himself to the Romans as “a slave” – but notice Who 

Paul’s master is.  

 

The author John Milton once wrote that Satan would “rather rule in hell than serve in 

heaven”. Here Paul rejoices in His spiritual status as a slave because of Who his Master 

is.   

A  v. 1   a. From whom? 

 

   b. The Gospel 

B v. 2    Promised through the Prophets (Jews) 

 

C v. 3 

v. 4 

   Son of David 

 Son of God 

} Incarnation 

Resurrection 

 

B v. 5     Declared among the Nations  (Gentiles) 

 

A v. 6, 7 To whom? 
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Do you see these opposing mindsets in our world (desiring to rule or choosing to 

serve)?  

 

 

 

How have you wrestled with this in your own life? 

 

 

 

 

2. Both Paul and the Roman Christians have a calling (see vs. 1, 6, 7) and a purpose.  

 

What is the focus of Paul’s calling in verse 1b, and again for the Roman church in 

verses 6, 7?  

 

 

 

What does it mean to you that we are called “saints”? Notice that the greeting is to 

“all who are beloved of God in Rome…” (v.7).  

 

 

 

 

3. God’s good news is about His Son Jesus. Notice the emphasis in v. 2 and v. 3 on the 

Jewish context of Jesus’ life of ministry. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament 

prophesies (see our Advent series on Isaiah). As a Son of Man, Jesus is also identified 

as the Son of David. Jesus fulfills the hope of Israel – He is the Messiah.  

 

Why do you think Paul here emphasizes Jesus’ identity as a Jew and His place in the 

broader Bible story of God’s salvation?  

 

 

 

4. On the flip side, verses 5 and 6 emphasize that, in Jesus, God’s salvation is reaching 

out to the whole world. So verses 2 & 3 combine with verses 5 & 6 to give us a full 

picture: Jesus, the Hope of Israel, is also meant to be the Hope of the whole world.  

 

Why is this an important message for us today? 
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5. In the center of this passage we find verse 4. Jesus gave many proofs in His ministry 

that He was God’s promised Messiah (Matt 11:1-6). But the miracle that ultimately 

serves as God’s declaration that “Yes, Jesus is My Son” is Jesus’ resurrection from the 

dead.  

 

Imagine, for a moment, that Jesus had simply lived and died. Surely He would have 

been remembered as a good man, maybe the greatest? He would be remembered as 

a great religious teacher and example. But He would not be worshipped as “Lord and 

God” (see John 20:28). He is not only declared “the Son of God” but “the Son of God 

with power” through His resurrection. In Jesus, God has overturned the Kingdom of 

sin and death. The power of both sin and death have been destroyed in Jesus. His is a 

life that kills death.  

 

How would you describe the difference between “believing in life after death” and 

“believing that Jesus is Risen”?  

 

 

 

How is God’s power revealed in Jesus through His resurrection? 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

 

Father God, we bless You for raising Jesus from the dead – declaring Him Your Son with 

power. May we know Jesus and the power of His resurrection in our life today and entrust 

all our future to Him.  Through Jesus we pray, Amen.  
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